Notes on 13 December 2006 Conference Call Meeting

Attending:

Laurie Ruberg, Manetta Calinger, Kyle Fricke, Mary Kay Hemenway, Randi Worhatch

1. Introductions – introduced Kyle Fricke, new Education Program Coordinator for McDonald Observatory, who will be taking over for Randi in mid-January

2.  General status of project:

· Mary Kay and Randi give review of long-range plan and big picture of project, referring to outline on previous meeting notes.

· Approximately 1/3 way through project.

· Goal is to be finished by end of spring semester 2007.

· Currently working with second activity (multiwavelength images)

· Next activity on list is Interview With White Dwarf , modified with different mass stars and pictures.  Key point - relating color to age (applies to later galaxy age analysis).  Maintain current level of math, no more.

3   Discussion related to big picture:

· These activities will be available online, presented at teacher workshops, and are also being tested with local area teachers (who will get to interact with PI).

· PI wants to peak high school kids’ interest in astronomy, hopefully bringing in more undergrad AST majors.

· Randi’s future plans in astronomy and education: research and teach at mid-size university, not so much K-12 school level.

· Laurie expresses concern about teachers having to pay for workshops and general level of interest of teachers.  Mary Kay mentions difficulty of presenting activities with barred-spiral galaxies, which is not a subject required by the state.

4    Future activities:

· Numbers 4 and 5 on previous meeting outline are not well defined.  

· General goal not to be too computer intensive.  Teacher feedback shows that computer reliance brings up issues with reserving labs and equipment, might deter them from using activities.  However activities will need to use computers at some level.

5  Randi provides update on Multiwavelength activity:

· Big changes to activity since last meeting.

· Student activity is now matching and sorting different wavelength images of galaxies.

· Tested activity with teachers (EXES) on Saturday Dec. 9, received good feedback and recommendations for changes to student sheet.

· Student sheet still being revised according to teacher feedback.

· Add lines to sheet for students to justify their matching decisions

· Teacher guide is close to being final representation of activity.

· Will soon add a grey-scale image printout for teachers to cut and distribute.

6   Discussion about elaborating on how images were aquired:

· Advanced students (the ones most likely to pursue Astronomy degree) would probably like to know more about images (source, technology used, etc…).  How do we present that info?

· Everyone looked at Cool Cosmos website, where pictures originated.

· Recommendation of independent student research projects to investigate further

· Concern that this might take too much time

· Leads away from ultimate goal: to connect it all to the GEMS Skywalker program.

· Current Multiwavelength activity included because of student feedback showing big interest in this topic.

· Recommendation to put this info in separate student handout.
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